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TO:  Fall 2023 Curriculum Committee  

FROM: Tyronne Johnson, Chair, Department of Allied Health, Mental Health and Human Services 

 

DATE:  10/6/23  

RE: Change in Retention Criteria for A.A.S. Surgical Technology 

The Department of Allied Health, Mental Health and Human Services is proposing a change in Retention 

Criteria for the A.A.S. Surgical Technology. 

FROM:  

Retention Criteria 

Criteria for retention in the Surgical Technology Program mandates that students: 

Receive no more than two grades below “C” in any of the pre- or corequisite courses with the exclusion of 

ENG 1200 and BIO 1100 which must be with a minimum grade of “C.” 

Earn a minimum of “C” in all Surgical Technology courses. 

Students earning less than a “C” grade in a Surgical Technology course may repeat the course one time 

(subject to space availability). The minimum grade for courses that are repeated is a “B.” 

A second earned grade of less than “C” in any Surgical Technology course will result in dismissal from the 

Program. 

Any student who has not attended surgical technology courses for two or more consecutive semesters cannot 

be readmitted into the Surgical Technology Program unless qualifying examinations have been passed in 

sequential order in the courses previously completed. These examinations can be repeated only once. In 

addition, the student must demonstrate clinical competency by passing a Clinical Practicum examination 

prior to returning to any of the clinical courses. 

Practicum Courses 

Following the successful completion of the first semester of the program, students will enroll in Practicum 

Courses and will participate in actual surgical procedures in the operating rooms at various clinical agencies. 

Practicum Requirements 

Course Completion: 

The student must complete and achieve a grade of “C” in the following courses prior to placement in the first 

practicum: 

ENG 1200 

BIO 1100 

ST 100 

ST 200 



 

 

TO:  

Retention Criteria 

Criteria for retention in the Surgical Technology Program mandates that students: 

Receive no more than two grades below “C” in any of the pre- or co-requisite courses, excluding ENG 1200, 

BIO 1100, and ST 990, in which students must earn a minimum grade of “B” in either BIO 1100 or ST 

990 and cannot earn below a grade of “C” in any of these three courses. 

Earn a minimum grade of “C” in all remaining Surgical Technology courses. 

Students earning less than a “C” grade in a Surgical Technology course may repeat the course one time 

(subject to space availability). The minimum grade for courses that are repeated is a “B.” 

A second earned grade of less than “C” in any Surgical Technology course will result in dismissal from the 

Program. 

Any student who has not attended surgical technology courses for two or more consecutive semesters cannot 

be readmitted into the Surgical Technology Program unless qualifying examinations have been passed in 

sequential order in the courses previously completed. These examinations can be repeated only once. In 

addition, the student must demonstrate clinical competency by passing a Clinical Practicum examination 

prior to returning to any of the clinical courses. 

Practicum Courses 

Following the successful completion of the first semester of the program, students will enroll in Practicum 

Courses and will participate in actual surgical procedures in the operating rooms at various clinical agencies. 

Practicum Requirements 

Course Completion: 

The student must complete and achieve a grade of “C” in the following courses prior to placement in the first 

practicum: 

ENG 1200 

BIO 1100 

ST 990 

ST 100 

ST 200 

 

Rationale for Change: 

The Retention Criteria for the program is being updated to reflect the newly added gateway course of ST 990 

– Integrated Healthcare Sciences and Medical Terminology as well as reflecting the minimum grade 

requirement of “B” for either BIO 1100 or ST 990 as these are Gateway courses for the major.  
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